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Objectives of the Visit:

Explore landscape restoration efforts in the Kawardha
and Pandariya blocks.
Engage closely with local farmers and volunteers.
Understand and document innovative farming
techniques.
Assess the impact of eco-friendly practices on agricultural
sustainability.

The IKEA Foundation team embarked on a noteworthy field
visit, immersing themselves in the rural landscapes of
Kabirdham, Chhattisgarh, to witness the work of landscape
restoration. Collaborating with the Chhattisgarh Agricon
Samiti and Commonland Foundation, the team explored the
Kawardha and Pandariya blocks, engaging closely with local
farmers and volunteers. The distinguished visitors included
Annelies Withofs, Program Manager; Christina Bletsou,
Project Controller; and Saurabh Jha, Liaison Officer Finance
from IKEA. They were accompanied by Mariken van de
Boogaard, Director of Development & Communications at
Commonlands.



The expedition took them to the heart of the farming
community, specifically the villages of Bandha,
Pauni, and Mahali in the Pandariya block. Here, the
team delved into a diverse array of innovative
farming techniques. These included nursery
treatments in paddy fields using Trichoderma, the
application of wood vinegar for enhanced plant
growth, neem-based solutions for pest control, and
the use of Biochar to enrich soil fertility. Farmers
shared that these sustainable methods not only
reduce the expenses on fertilizers and chemicals but
also result in improved crop yields. There are
ambitious plans to expand the adoption of these eco-
friendly practices in the upcoming year.

The team also had the opportunity to observe the
direct seeding of paddy, which not only saves on
transplanting costs but also emphasizes the use of
organic manure, proving just as effective as hybrid
paddy cultivation. The visit also unveiled a diverse
collection of twenty resilient rice varieties being
cultivated, with farmers poised to decide which
varieties to embrace based on performance results.



Mr. Manas Banerjee and Ms. Manisha Motwani
provided a comprehensive overview of the program's
progress since its inception, sharing insights into the
strategies employed to identify and address various
agricultural challenges.

The team then moved on to Kavir Kisan Thiha-Domsara,
where they were warmly greeted by local women. Here, an
environmental-themed exhibition was on display. In Kavir
Kisan Thiha, the team explored a soil testing laboratory,
where Kavita Lanjhi and Astha, the learning center
Coordinators, explained the meticulous soil testing process.
Visitors learned that twelve different tests are conducted as
soon as soil samples arrive, and the results are swiftly shared
with farmers.



Continuing their interactions, the team met with
Kavir Kisan and Kavir volunteers, who shared their
experiences and highlighted the vital importance of
raising awareness about soil conservation for the
sake of future generations. The farmers expressed
their unwavering commitment to land restoration,
recognizing the potential impact on their children's
future. Curiosity abounded as the farmers inquired
about the agricultural practices of Dutch farmers and
their crop choices.

The field visit was hosted by a combined team of
Commonland and Agricon including Harma
Rademaker, Landscape Manager; Shekhar Kolipaka,
Senior Landscape Developer from Commonlands;
Manas Banerjee, Secretary of Chhattisgarh Agricon
Samiti; Manisha Motwani, Program Coordinator at
Chhattisgarh Agricon Samiti; and District
Coordinator Deepak Bagri, accompanied by the
dedicated team members Nitesh Chandel, Bhoomika
Suryavanshi, Surendra Sonkar, and others.



This field visit was an invaluable opportunity to
witness sustainable farming practices and the tireless
efforts of the local community towards landscape
restoration in their native soil. It exemplifies the
power of collaboration and innovation in agriculture.
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